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Today’s weather 


A little evening 
rain. 


ga 7 High: 59 


Low: 54 


Sunday: Warmer, 69 | 53 
Monday: Cooler, 53 | 39 


Weather report, A2 


Time change 
Don't forget to 
turn back your clocks 


On Sunday at 2 a.m. clocks 
should be turned back one 
hour, marking the end of 
daylight saving time. 


Metro<State 


Fudge denies role 

in hiring of ex-judge 

Rep. Marcia Fudge on Friday 
denied having any role in 
Cleveland Mayor Frank Jack- 
son’s administration giving a 
job to a disgraced judge. A8 


Cover confusion: The Cleve- 
land Scene has what appears 
to be a front-page endorse- 
ment of City Councilman Zack 
Reed in the mayor’s race. But 
it was really a paid ad. A12 


Nation &World 


Bergdahl avoids time 

in prison for desertion 
Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, who 
walked off his base in Afghan- 
istan in 2009 and was held 
captive by the Taliban for five 
years, gets a dishonorable dis- 
charge from a military judge, 
avoiding prison time. A4 


Medical marijuana grow 
licenses announced 
The state names 11 compa- 


nies that will be licensed to 
grow medical marijuana. A9 


Forum 


Did Kelly make gaffe 

of historic proportions? 
Opinion: White House Chief of 
Staff John Kelly said “the lack 
of an ability to compromise” 
led to the Civil War. Our edi- 
torial board roundtable judges 
his grasp of history. A13 


Sports 


Tribe decides to keep 
Brantley and Tomlin 


The Indians exercise their 
options on outfielder Michael 
Brantley and right-hander 
Josh Tomlin for 2018. B1 


Diversions 


Wingo ready to make 
the switch to radio 


Trey Wingo, host of ESPN’s 
“NFL Live,” says he’s glad 
for a chance to “try some- 
thing different” as a host 
of ESPN Radio’s “Golic & 
Wingo.” P1 


cleveland.com 
Putting ‘Thor’ in its place 
in the Marvel universe 
Where does “Thor: 
Ragnarok” rate 
among all of Marvel’s 
superhero movies? 
See our rankings at cleveland. 
com/entertainment. 
Index 
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Republican tax plan has surprises 


Divorce, unborn babies, churches, health care affected 


STEPHEN KOFF 
skoff@cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — You know 
the big picture by now: The 
tax proposal unveiled by 
House Republicans this week 
would nearly double the stan- 
dard deduction, reduce tax 
rates for corporations and 
many families and limit some 
popular itemized deductions, 
such as those for property 


taxes and mortgage interest. 

Many families, but not all, 
would see more money in 
their take-home pay. Yet while 
the bill’s authors sell this as a 
way to simplify taxes and help 
the middle class, they have in- 
serted some potentially con- 
troversial provisions — not 
all related to simplification or 
similar rationales — you may 
have missed. 

Here are eight of them. 


No more deductions 
for high health care ex- 
penses: 

It has always been hard 
to claim a deduction for 
health care expenses — 
that is, to reduce your tax- 
able income by deducting 
what you had to spend on 
medical care. In fact, your 
medical expenses must ex- 
ceed 10 percent of your 
adjusted gross income to 


take the deduction, or 7.5 
percent of income if you’re 
65 or older. 

The tax bill unveiled on 
Thursday would end the 
deduction entirely. Theo- 
retically, people might not 
care because they could 
skip itemizing altogether 
and claim a larger standard 
deduction: $12,000 for an 
individual or $24,000 for 
a married couple. That’s 


nearly double the current 
standard deduction. 

But people with high 
medical costs who also lose 
the ability to deduct other 
expenses could lose, and 
AARP notes that the average 
Medicare beneficiary spends 
more than $6,000 a year on 
medical expenses, which 
is enough to wipe out any 
savings he or she would get 
from the tax bill’s more gen- 
erous standard deduction. 


SEE TAXES | A11 


Info event for new moms 


LISA DEJONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Five-week-old Ja’Seion Burkes sleeps during a Community Baby Shower on Friday at the J. Glen 
Smith Health Center. New and expectant mothers got resources and prenatal education to help 


them raise healthy kids and reduce infant mortality. See story, Page AG 


Death penalty 


Ill inmate wants firing squad execution 


He says his veins 
won't allow for 
lethal injection 


ANDREW WELSH-HuUGGINS 
Associated Press 


COLUMBUS — A con- 
demned inmate scheduled to 
die this month for the slaying 
of a teenage boy said officials 
should execute him by firing 
squad because his breathing 
problems and poor veins 
make him too ill to be killed 
by lethal injection. 


Ohio 
lawmak- 
ers could 
quickly ap- 
prove leg- 
islation al- 
lowing the 
firing squad 
to be used 
as an alter- 
native execution method 
for the first time in the 
state, attorneys for death 
row inmate Alva Campbell 
said in a court filing late last 
month. 

Campbell’s attorneys 
argued that the method 


= wer, 
Campbell 


would not require access to 
his veins, which is import- 
ant given that last month a 
prison nurse failed to find 
veins suitable for inserting 
an IV on either of his arms. 

Campbell also indicated 
an allergy to the first drug 
used in the state’s three- 
drug injection process, his 
attorneys said. 

Death by firing squad is 
a “known, feasible, readily 
implemented and avail- 
able alternative execution 
method and procedure” that 
substantially reduces the 
risk that Campbell would 


suffer serious harm by in- 
jection, his lawyers said. 

Federal Judge Michael 
Merz rejected the argument 
for a firing squad execution 
on Tuesday, noting Camp- 
bell didn’t offer evidence 
in support of the method 
during a recent weeklong 
hearing. He also questioned 
whether lawmakers would 
pass a law allowing it. 

In 2015, Republican Gov. 
John Kasich ruled out the 
firing squad as an option in 
Ohio. 


SEE INMATE | A8 


Tourism 


Cleveland, 
your city 
wants YOU 


as a booster 


Visitors’ bureau aims 
to enlist residents 


SUSAN GLASER 
sglaser@ plaind.com 


In 2012, officials at 
Destination Cleveland made 
an alarming discovery: 
Only 34 percent of Greater 
Clevelanders said they would 
recommend the city as a 
vacation destination. 

That discovery broad- 
ened the scope of the agen- 
cy’s work: Instead of fo- 
cusing entirely on pitching 
Cleveland as a destination 
to out-of-towners, the or- 
ganization reached out to 
locals, too. 

The strategy has largely 
worked. Recent surveys 
show the number of Cleve- 
landers who would recom- 
mend the city as a place to 
visit has more than doubled, 
to 77 percent. 

(To be fair, Destination 
Cleveland doesn’t take all or 
even most of the credit for 
the turnaround: Downtown 
development, recent success 
by the Cavs and Indians, 
and the Republican National 
Convention have all contrib- 
uted to residents’ improved 
attitude toward their home- 
town.) 

Now, Destination Cleve- 
land wants that 77 percent 
to do more: It’s not enough 
to support the city and occa- 
sionally recommend a visit 
to friends or family. It’s time 
to shout the message from 
the rooftops — or at least 
tweet it to a thousand Twit- 
ter followers. 

The agency is launching 
a new marketing effort this 
fall that aims to enlist Cleve- 
landers in the ongoing effort 
to boost the city’s stature. 


SEE TOURISM | A8 


Presidential diplomacy 


Trump begins 12-day Asian trip 


Concerns rise that war may be possible with nuclear N. Korea 


Davip NAKAMURA 
AND ADAM TAYLOR 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump departed 
Washington on Friday for 
his first visit to Asia, a 12- 
day swing through five 
countries that comes as 
the once unthinkable has 
become a palpable concern 
from Tokyo to Seoul to Bei- 
jing — a war with a nucle- 
ar-armed North Korea. 
Trump’s escalating rhet- 
oric and Pyongyang’s accel- 
erating weapons programs 


have set the region on edge 
and prompted national se- 
curity adviser H.R. McMas- 
ter to declare this week that 
the world is “running out of 
time” to stop the North. 

“North Korea is a threat 
to the entire world,” Mc- 
Master told reporters at the 
White House. 

Trump’s trip — with bilat- 
eral visits to Japan, South 
Korea and China and stops 
at regional summits in Viet- 
nam and the Philippines — 
could go a long way toward 
determining the success of 
his administration’s policy. 


Aides said they are commit- 
ted to applying “maximum 
pressure”on Pyongyang to 
head off its nuclear threat 
and resolve the situation 
peacefully. 

Senior White House aides 
said Trump’s top priority on 
the longest overseas trip of 
any president since George 
H.W. Bush in 1991 will be 
to build on the initial suc- 
cess his administration has 
had in rallying international 
support for isolating North 
Korea. 


sEE TRUMP | A8 


JABIN BOTSFORD | WASHINGTON POST 
President Donald Trump speaks with reporters 
before leaving the White House aboard Marine One 
for a five-country trip to Asia on Friday. 
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